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The Columbia enJoed the most pros-

perous
¬

engagement of the week with the
new musical corned The Liberty
Belles which delighted a series of pack¬

ed houses at the r Street plaj house
The Last A incal which was the at-

traction
¬

at the National did not receie
the flna cial recognition which the merits
of the play and the Interpreting companv
deserved a- - the Ditrichsteln piece proed
to be one of the best constructed and
ablest works this oung dramatist has ev- -

Iti er offered to the theatregoers of the Capi

tal The opening week of vaudeville at
Chases was so successful that Mr Chase
has ever reason to believe that unlike
the amusement lovers of some cities
Washingtonlans still hac a fondness for
this ttjle rf entertainment and if the
succecdiiB hills are of uniform excellence
the Grand la in for a very profitable sea-

son
¬

The Academy put forward one of
the most thrilling of popular priced melo-

dramas
¬

Shrough the Breakers which
Was first seeS Jn Washington a jear ago
The audiences that visited the Stair thea-
tre

¬

during the week were both large and
uncommonly demonstrate e in their re-

ception
¬

of the play The Bijou opened
with the inaugural performance of the
stock burlesque company that will tenant
the stage of that theatre during the sea-
son

¬

The reception accorded to the dif-
ferent

¬

members of the company was very
cordial while the performance was so
dlstlnctlv good and aw a from the ordi-
nal- run of islting burlesque that the
patronage was excellent throughout the
week The Lyceum with Harry Morris

Tw cntleth Century Maids pleased large
gatherings and gave satisfactory per-

formances
¬

The change of pla bills this week will
tiring two musical attractions to the sn
dicate houses Francis Wilson to the Na-
tional

¬

aid Anna Held to the Columbia
air Wilson will be teen in The Stroll-
ers

¬

In ovhicia te played at the Knicker-
bocker

¬

N York during the summer
with a eoqi leal of success Anna Held
will bring j he Luckctt S Dwer house
her new ijical piece The Little
Duchess which had t successful open-
ing

¬

in Laltimore iast week Manager
Chases offering will be Hots A
Stranger In New York with the prin-
cipal

¬

members of the company that pre-

sented
¬

a number of Hojtlan pieces at his
theatre last spring The Academy will
uck patronage with a melodrama The
Itagged Hero while the Lceum will
offer The Broadway Burlesquers a
combination popular with Washington
Jans who attend burlesque performances
The stock company at the Bijou will
present a burlesque on Arizona and in
addition the management announces mov ¬

ing pictures of the events following the
assassination of President McKinley at
Buffalo There will also be a vaudeville
bill for which many promises are made

The Colniubln tnua Held
Anna Held supported by one of the

largest and best musical organizations
ever put together will present the new
musical comedy The Little Duchess
at the Columbia tomorrow night Anna
Ilelds is a name to conjure with for it
means an evening of fun spiced with Just
a trace of French lmplshness Miss
IIelds first success in America was made
by her songs and she did them so well
that it was seen that they in no w ise ex
bausted her talent Shi- - needed an entire
evening in a regular play In which to
exploit herself and her manager Mr
Zlcgfeld was shrewd enough to appre-
ciate

¬

this
The quality of her art Is distinctively

French ard so it was conceded that no
other medium than a French one would
give her the proper opportunity The
Little Duchess is a musical comedy and
Jt Is said that some of the prettiest music
of late jcars Is found In it There arc bo
many delightful melodies that the offer-
ing

¬

can almost be called a comic opera
Miss Held is described as at her best

In The Little Duchess She displays in
It the archness and piquancy that former-
ly

¬

made hr songs so taking She is one
f the beauties of the day and she lias

the true French womans art In dressing
There are lots of other pretty girls In the
company also for The Little Duchess
demnnds a large chorus The east is re-
ported

¬
to be an unusual strong one It

Includes Charles Bigelow the popular
funnj man Joseph W Herbert George
Marlon Cva Davenport and Sdicy Ear
raclough an English baritone

Three carloads of liandsome scenery it
Is claimed arc required for the produc-
tion

¬

The birth of The Little Duchess
took place at Fords Grand Optra House
Baltimore last Tuesda night and a live-
ly

¬

handsome oungster she proud to be
It was the unmimoux opinion of those
who attended the premiere that The Llt
tlo Duchess will deserve dl live to n ripe
old age The audience that greeted Miss
Held in her new play tesud the capjcli
of the theatre and according to the nil- -
timcrc papers there was not u dull mo-
ment

¬

from the rise to the fall of the cur-
tain

¬

on the last act
The Utile Duchess Is in three acts

and is the mitt pretentious piece ever
written for Miss Held the management
has surrounded the stir with some excel ¬

lent principals- and many pretty chorus
girls The scenic effects and costuming
arc expensive and lavish The plttc Is
said to abound with catchy music and
contains man numbers that art readily
hummed and whistled The most piom
1iciit of the musical numbers art Wont
You Come and FJoat Me In Society

Make Allowance fir Love The Only
Girl Tlio Banjo Serenade Sadie

Clco Flo and The Bathing Mnst r
Anna Held Is said to have scored a great
success in ncr new songs diaries A
BIfeclow pla s a bathing master Joseph
Herbert a Trench fencing master George
Marlon an Hull in Charlts Swain a Rus-
sian

¬

Eva Davenport a comedy role and
bdncy Barraelough a new English bari¬
tone sings several songs

The Anlloiial Irmicl WIInou
Theatregoers olwas read with pleasure

the announcement that Francis Wilson
Is to play an engagement In this city
The comedian not only nlways brings
omething new and clever but there is

ever something In his fun miklng meth ¬

ods that means real enjoyment Thio week
Jlr Wilson will bo gecc at the National

Theatre in his latest success The Stroll-
ers

¬

In which he not only presents a
distinct novelty but ttppears in a new
garb In other words he has strajed
from the field of comic opera into tint
of musical corned and hLs ndmlrers arc
unanimous in declaring tint his explora ¬

tion Ins found a role the equal of which
he hid not plaed snce the

das of Emlnie
Originally from the German The

Strollers was arranged for the American
stage b George W Lederer the adap-
tation

¬

being b Harr B Smith while
Ludvvig Englander supplied the music It
presents Mr W ilson as one of those mer
r and mischievous fellows whose wit and
good humor get him into ns man scrapes
as it is possible to be rescued from Op-

portunities
¬

for his methods of fun making
are said to nlnnind most liberall and it
is claimed that the comedian was never
funnier than in this production

The compan this season is the largest
Mr Wilson his ever had comprising 100

persons with a chorus not only excellent
in appearance but splendidly voiced
Among the principals are such favorites
ns Eddie Fov Marie George Irene Bent
ley and D 1 Don Among the musical
numbers that hive become popular arc

Strollers We and Our Life Is Free
Little D iffy Pipe Dream Flirtation

Song Avtomoblle Chorus J m
Tired Baby Mine lis uiunw
When the Orchestra Plis

Scenicall the production Is described as
one of gorgeous array each set Ulnea
stag- - picture of rare beauty lie the

beautifulcouimlng shows n unusually
Wending of colors in prettiest of designs
Mr Wilson will be seen here with the en ¬

tire original company and production in-

tact
¬

in even detail

The Acndemj A Untitled Hero
A new pla of New England life en-

titled

¬

A Ragged Hero will give its in-

itial

¬

perform mces in this city at the
Academy of Music this week It Is

claimed for the new-- production that the
story Is original the scener handsome
and the company competent Certain it
is that the management has snared no
expense in the presentation

The storj is founded on actual occur-
ences

¬

in the dally routlie of life in a
New England village Most of the char-
acters

¬

are recognized tpes The piece
contains a number of thrilling effects and
climaxes which are said to possess the
rare merit of noveliy The central figure
of the play Is an outcast whose life has
been wrecked by a wifes unfaithfulness
While he is the tpical tramp and in-

dulges
¬

In no end of antics and witticisms
the seriou side of his story is nev er lost
sight of He has a facult of bobbing up
at the right moment and his heroic deeds
are an important factor in the develop ¬

ment of the plot He is not the comic
paper tpe ot hobo however but an
unfortunate fellow whose domestic trou-
bles

¬

have driven him first to drink and
then to the road He is a genial charac-
ter

¬

notwithstanding his many faults
and paradoxial as it ma seem lnvaiia-blv- -

wins his way into the hearts of his
audiences This character will be por
traved by Mr Edgar Foreman who is
said to be very much at home In the part

The plot of the drama Is as follows A
wealthy farmers profligate son robs the
bank In which he is empIoed and then
implores his father to save him from dis-
grace

¬

and imprisonment The parent re-

fuses
¬

and a quarrel nsues which culmi-
nates

¬

in the murder of the old man At
this juncture the profligates Btcp brother
who has alwas lived on the farm and
who is a somnambulist emerges from the
house walking in his sleep The murder ¬

er slips the knife with which the crime
was committed into the hand of the
sleeping outh who a moment later
stumbles over the prostrate form of the
farmer awakes and thinks he has killed
his stepfather In a dream He Is forth-
with

¬

accused b his step brother and con-
viction

¬

follows When on the thresh
hold of death he Is saved b his sweet-
heart

¬

a heroic countrv maiden who
discovers evidence against the real mur-
derer

¬

and undertakes a perilous journey
to the prison with the stay of execution
The story so the management sas has
afforded exceptional opportunities for the
pla wright and a number of thrilling
scenes nnd climaxes hnv t-- Jeen evolved
One of these is the rescue of a child from
tho upper window of a burning house by
the quck witted ragged hero who with
not a moment to spare and seemingly no
means of rescue at hand jumps into a
swing sways to and fro until the height
of the window is nttalned when the cour-
ageous

¬

child leaps into his arms and is
borne to safet

The interpretation of the various char-
acters

¬

of the pla has been entrusted to
what is said to be a fully competent
company the leading mnmbers of which
are Edgar Foreman and Miss Julia West

Cbntien A Strnnccr In cvr Vork
The attraction at Chase Theatre this

week commencing with tomorrows mati-
nee

¬

i3 musical comedy with interspersed
vaudeville by Otis Harlan and Chasos
Musical Comedy Stock Company As dur-

ing
¬

last summer when the organization
did so well here a Host play will be the
medium of entertainment A Stranger
in New York one of the playwrights
latest efforts has been stlccted It is a
comparative novelt having been per ¬

formed here but once several ears ago
Tho piece is said to depend less upon the
point of its lines than many of the other
Hot pla a1 There Is a well conceived
and carcfull developed plot which is
sustained with a ilrmness that is hardly
to be expected in a bit of farce writing

At the head of the interpreting company
will bt Otis Harlan known as the
natural born Hoyt actor Statistics of
tho stage show that Mr Harlan has put
flesh and blood into more creatures of Mr
Hovts brain than any other plaer He
was generally selected to originate the
leading character in the new pieces An-

other
¬

actor who should impart the true
Hnjt atmosphere i3 John Dunne who
will be the I Collier Downe of the pro-

duction
¬

Mr Dunne was Mr Hots
stasc manager for a long period Many

r thn fnvnrUtn of lat summers per
formances at Chase a will be found in
thilr pi ices David Andnida has been en ¬

trusted with Wright Innit Tony Hart
will care for the old age of Baron Sands

Little Chip and Mary M irblc are said
to be well htted The former will respond
to front as a bell boy at the Hoffman
House In which place the last two acts
of the comedy are laid anu iiiss aiariue
will again don bos clothes for the part
of Will Chase Chip and Miss Marble
will perform a sptclalt in Chinese make¬

up and sing a new song by Max Hoffman
the muflcal director entitled Chlng a
Ling Loo Mr Hoffman has written
other rnu lcal numbers especially for the
production among which Is a new march
said to possess the true martial ring

The new leading woman of the Chase
rompanv is Maude Scott who is describ
i 11 n rinnhlc nrtress with the line sense

i of the humor nc c ssary to the proper de
lineation oi nice nm- - win uivt- - wii iui
of llattit the best fellow of them all
Othr members of th company will be
Lindsay I Hall Andrew J Bode Dan
Marble Kiederlrk Dlrkerson Ida Lester
Flon nee McNeill John W Early Pearl
Tormle th- - Reford Sisters Girtrudc
Haves and Carrlo Nellson

ICriinn I run dun IInrleiller
Tho Broadwa Burlesquers Company

whirh Is billed to appear at the Lceum
Theatre for one week commencing to-

morrow
¬

matinc is said to possess a cast
composed of clever artists a marvelous
collection of prett girls costumes that
are original elaborate and handsome
stage settings and a number of choruses
together with some good comedy work by
the comedians all of which Is reputed to
make the performance of The Broidway
Burlesquers bright and entertaining

The usual stle of openl ig burlesque Is
dispensed with and Is replaced by what
is termed a minstrel ilrst part an In¬

novation In this class of entertainment
but one which should give ample scope
for wit and humor Jn tho olio are uch
well known and recognized performers of
merit as Kelly and Davis In what Is
claimed to be an inimitable funny talk ¬

ing net Thompson and Green in a
comedy musical act Miss Bosallo in new
popular songs Sallna and Vouletti com ¬

edy entertainers nnd LeRoy and Wood
lordJa an tlaJboratc coratly sketch There
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are several others of equal merit In the
olio which Is well arrangtd

The closing burlesque Is announced by
the management as a sinposum of de-
light

¬

In which the comedy is of such a
high class that it can be enjOed h the
mot fastidious During the concluding
burle que will be intrenluccd some ot the
recent metropolitan music li successes
The piece will be stnged well and the en ¬

sembles and marches pictures and poses
of twenty prett girls who take part In
them is a delight to the ee accord-
ing

¬

to the claims of the press agent

llljun StocU Burlesque Company
The management of the Bijou Theatre

announces a very attractive programme
for this week for in addition to the regu-

lar
¬

offering of the Bijou stock burlesque
company which will satirize the iopular
play Ari7ona and a vaudeville bill of
considerable excellence there will bo a
special feature of a series of moving
pictures which will reproduce all of the
most important events following the
assassination of President McKinle Tho
moving picture photographic staff was
very fortunate in securing what Is
claimed to be an admirable picture of
Mr and Mrs McKinle as they walked
from the Mllburn house to their waiting
carriage on the very day preceding the
shooting Then the exposition hospital
in which the President was operateel on
immediately after the crime was com ¬

mitted will be shown with a large
crowd of residents of Buffalo and visitors
to the Pan American sliow in the back-
ground

¬

The scenes In Washington both
at the W hlte House and along tho line
of the funeral march to the Capitol will
be portracd faithfully and graphically
The picture of tho sailors and soldiers
canning the casket up the Capitol steps
should arouse especial interest as the
film Is claimed to be exceedingly clear
The incidents at Canton the home of the
McKinle s on the day of the funeral
there will also be displaced The last
picture of the series will undoubtedly bo
tut most Interesting of any as It will
show the scenes at the vault In the Can-
ton

¬

cemetery In which the body of tho
late Executive now lies Persons who
have witnessed trial exhibitions of these
motion pictures are loud In their praise
of their accuracy and fidelity to the
actual happenings

The burlesque on Arizona which will
engage the services of the excellent com-
pany

¬

of singers and comedl ins under the
direction of John Grieves Is calculated to
be even more amusing than as

which entertained large
audiences at the Bijou last week and
demonstrated that the promoters of the
stock burlesque company are endeavor ¬

ing to provide their patrons with a really
clever and clean performance JJmliie
Bcaupre May Audobon Nellie V Nichols
Lizzie Freligh Bessie Phillips John
Rodgers George Gale Fred Cady Charles
Itice Matt Kennedy Lew Harvey and
the fortv or so other members of the or
ganization are said to havo joles in the i

Arizona burlesque that are very con-
genial

¬

The vaudeville portion of the bill will
be given b Cushmnn Holcomb and Cur
tls one of the most popular teams that
ever plaed the big vaudeville circuit
Juies and Ella Garretson travesty artists
who have deservedly good reputations in
this country and abroad Kittle Bingham
a singer of songs Esmeralda
who will furnish a refined musical act and
Itice and Cady the German humorists
Matinees will be given dail

NEXT WEEKS ATrRACHONS

utlonul lriinriine V UoekHtnder
The Primrose Dockslader American

Minstrels will be seen her at the New
National Theatre on Monday October 7
and will add to its record as heretofore
without doubt It is one of the most re-

liable
¬

amusing and enter ¬

tainments of its kind now before the the
atregolng public and with its host of
comedians vocalists and speclaitlsts may
be Justly considered one of the best tal-
ented

¬

xvcll equipped and most expensive
companies Ever thing that is poslble
and probable to be incorporated In u pro-
gramme

¬

is said to have been provided for
in the offering of this company until it
would seem that nothing novel and amus-
ing

¬

is to be further found with which to
create surprise and laughter

The Columbln Frank Iliuileln
No engagement is looked foTward t6

with more pleasure than Is the annual
engagement of Frank Daniels at the
Columbia Ho comes next week with a
new piece called Miss Simpllcit by R
A Barnctt and H L Hertz Mr Barnett
Is the author of several big successes in
the musical line notably 1492 Jack
and the Beanstalk etc This new piece
is said to contain more catchy melody
more tun and more elaboration of sur-
rounding

¬

than any of the wonderful suc-
cesses

¬

that Daniels has had The com-
pany

¬

is said to be the largest one that
Mr Daniels has ever been surrounded
with and Includes such well known peo-
ple

¬

as Helen Lord Aliene Crater Grace
Belmont Grace Mecr Florence Gam
mage Helen Merrill Trank Conway
Owen AVesford Laurence Wheat Hnrrj
Woodruff Tre d Barclay Hurrv itolllda
Frank Deardrcff Sinclair Nash and
others The sale of scats begins on
Thursday morning and In the meantime
mail orders will be received

The Acndeni The Aolunteer Or
irantnt

The new pastoral drama The Volun-
teer

¬

Organist based upon the celebrated
song of the same title will be produced
at the Academy of Music next week One
of the principal scenes Is the rescue of
two children In a snow storm by a pair
of huge St Bernards These dogs were
imported for this pla by Manager
Martel and have done actual service
In the Alps They were formerly the
property of the monks In the monas-
tery

¬

on the Alps It Is said that the two
aro considered among the fllnest speci ¬

mens of St Bernard cicr brought to this
country Mr Martel claims to havcubeen
offered t25W for them 1 ho play has been
given an elaborate and mostly stage set ¬

ting and a fine cast

ChnsfH A llriiMM Monkey
Otis Harlan and Chases Musical Come ¬

dy stock company will continue to be the
attraction at CIuimh theatre next week
A change of bill will be made In favor of

A Brass Monkej one of the earliest of
tho Ho t farces It has not been done in
V nshlnMon for so long a time that most
theatregoers w ill find In It man of the
essentials of a new pla Especial inter-
est

¬

Is attached to the production because
Mr Harlan was one of the original cast
An entirely new budget of vaudeville pe
elaltle s will ne introduced Many ot tne
songs were compohed cspeclall for the
production bv Max Hoffman the musical
director A thorough production Is prom ¬

ised b the old favorite- - John W Dunne
M iry Mirble David Anclrada Ton Hart
and Little Chip

The tVnltcr L Jliilli cjlreciM

A Hock of ostriches with the Walter I
Main Shows which v ill e chlblt in Wash-

ington
¬

October 7 8 are the product of one
of the most noted ostrich farms of Cal-
ifornia

¬

immense in weight and suture
and more richly plumaged than tlnlr A

rlcan Congeners It Is a conceded fie
that either from climatic influcrccs or
the result of Intelligent culture the cs
triches Imported from Africi find m i

turcd In Callfornli nurse rl s an much
larger nnd better nlumagid birds than
those bred In Africa The Hociv vvlilca
Mr Main exhibits has been on the Call
fornla ostrich farm for over time years
and consequently are thoroughly accli-
mated

¬

I lime rare and interesting addi ¬

tions to the already vast ornithological
nnd zoological departments will be viewed
with interest by all

Three are four ears old while the re-

mainder
¬

are twelve ears old They are
part of a shipment of forty two brought
from the tisia Colony South Africa
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THE PASSING SHOW

Libretto by Harry B mlthr
There are few theatregoers or readers

of theatrical doings who have not ob¬

served this announcement on advertise-
ments

¬

of most of the comleneras and
musical comedies of native manufacture
that have been given during the past dec ¬

ade Mr Smith Is commonl credited with
being at the head bf the llarrj B Smith
Libretto Factory where the laborers oft
times work longer hours than the union
rules permit of especially when the
American people are clamoring for some
new rmusement in the Smith line There
Is no more beautirul sight In this com-
mercial

¬

age than to see tho laborers nt
ho Smith Libretto Tactor trudging to

woik every morning bright and earl
with their dinner pails well stocked with
the latest merry quips and plots nnd nice-
ly

¬

polished situations that human in-

genuity
¬

can devise While the lrlc
lathes In the other factories that make a
specialty of librettos are covered with
rust and dust the Smith concern is send-
ing

¬

admirably turned lyrics to all parts
of the world

Harry B Smith was in Washington dur-
ing

¬

the greater part of last week looking
over the latest output of hiswcrcs The
Liberty Belles which dellgnted large
audiences at the Columbia by its origi-
nality

¬

splendid interpretation and ita
commendable effort to break away from
all the traditions that the American mu-
sical

¬

coined is surrounded with Nobody
who attended the performances of The
Libert Belles cared because Mr Smith
aftr furnishing a decidedly novel and
deftly handled first act resorted to the
same sources from which Jane Lend
Me Your Wife and Charleys Aunt
came from for the further development of
his stor It was sufficient that he gave
his audiences an entertainment that en ¬

gaged the services of a score or so of
the most fascinating young women of
the native stage and permitted a half
dozen of the best known American com-
posers

¬

to try their hands nt contributing
melodies alter the manner In vogue In
England where one man supplies the li-

bretto
¬

and any number of musicians fur-
nish

¬

the songs The Liberty Belles is
the first of Mr Smiths works in which
he is interested bejond the collection of
roulties and naturally he shows more
than ordinary interest In its future The
librettist was seated In the office of the
Columbia Theatre admiring Manager
Lucketts desk with Its well arranged
and unique collection of press agents
bric-a-br- when a Times Interviewer en-
quired

¬
when he was going to quit writ-

ing
¬

all the musical pieces and give some
i ther person an opportunity to distinguish
himself in this particular line of stage
endeavor and Incidentally enjoy the sen-
sation

¬

of collecting roaltics
Well ou see as the comedian in thecompan would put it Im in sore need

of tiie money said Mr Smith It is
true that this season I am getting roal
ties from The Liberty BelfesA7rhe Little
Duchess Anna Ilelds n4w piece The
Strollers which Francis fVjlson Is now
using Itobin Hood The Serenade and
The Viceroy of the Bostonutps reper-
toire

¬

and will soon add Maid Marian to
the list Foxy Quiller The Casino Girl
and one or two others I have not Ct
attained my one ambitloijf which is to
get enough monev to retire from the mu-
sical

¬

comedy and coriic opera field and
devote mself to the more serious side of
the drama j t J

But after w rlting about all of the suc-
cessful

¬

musical productions of the past
ten or tw eiv e cars surely you must hav e
accumulated enough coin to permit ou
to forget that there Is sdeh aJ thing as
the proverbial wolf ventured the news-
paper

¬

man i V
Yes but I have not made enough

money tl Perhaps tsy thfcStlme I think
1 am able to own two pairs of suspenders
1 may decide that it is time for me to
turn to another style of work but I can
see no hope in the futureJtKyet I have
been grinding out librettos ever since
1SS when 1 supplied John McCauIl with
The Begum Bocaccio and Clover In

which trio of operas DeWolf Hopper Dig
by Bell Laura Joce Mathilda Cottrell
and numerous other excellent artists made
great successes and paved the way to
their present prominence 1 had been
writing a dally column or so of verse
Jokes and the like for different Chicago
newspapers when Mr McCaull was at
tractei by my work and suggested that
1 try the libretto business Since that
time among others 1 have written Don
Quixote Robin Hood The Serenade
The Knickerbockers The Viceroy and
Maid Marian for the Bostonlans The
Wizard of the Nile and The Idols Ee
for Frank Daniels The Little Corporal
and Half a King for Francis Wilson
The Tzlgune for Lillian Russell Papas
Wife and The Little Duchess for Anna
Held The Fortune Teller and The Sing-
ing

¬

Girl for Alice Nielsen The Round-
ers

¬

The Casino Girl The Belle of Bo-

hemia
¬

and The Strollers for George
Lederer who formerly directed the for-
tunes

¬

of the New York Casino The Hlgh
waman for the Broadway Theatre opera
compan and The Liberty Belles and
Foxy Quiller for Klaw- - Erianger

Then too I wrote the lyrics for the last
named firms production of The Rogers
Brothers In Washington and among other
achievements succeeded in marnlng the
Reuben of the song to the Innocent Maid
with what appears to be a good deal of
popular favor

Mr Smith does not sec much of a fu-

ture
¬

for the old time comic opera those
musical entertainments where the chorus
of village maidens galy troop on the
stage singing about the festal day or the
approaching marriage of the town beau-
ty

¬

and then proceed to quaff stage wine
from battered tin cups the v hlle singing
a melodv that would eem strange out
of place in thee rag time days Sas the
librettist

I dont believe we arc going to see
much more of the conventional comic
opera first because the people evidently
do not care for It and again because
there are no singers capable of rendering
the music Since the withdrawal of Alice
Nielsen from the native btagc where Is
there a really good prima donna Thats
one of the difficulties we had to overcome

or trid to anyway In The Liberty
Belles We could not get a singer who
was able to play the part done here by
Sandol Milllken and we had to cut out
some vcrv delightful soprano solos on tills
very account

Without wanting to be considered
egotistical I want to call our attention
to the fact that there has not been a suc¬

cessful foreign opera presented here since
Mr DeKoven rnd I wrote Robin Hood
Gilbert and Sullivans The Gondoliers
was the nearest approach to a success
that has since been sent from across the
water The English composers are not
dnlnir nnvthlnrr in the line of comic op
eras while the Frenchmen have dont
nothing for the last ten or mteen years
Thev now have Varncy Und Messagcr
the latter the director of-- the Theatre
Comlque and a composer whose music
while high cIufs a d deeitcdly musiclan
ly Is not appreciated b the people and
consequently there Is notjthe encourage ¬

ment that there would be if the French
public responded more cordlall to his ef-

forts
¬

In England for a number of ears
now the great thing has ben musical
comedy with one man burnishing the
score another the lries and uny number
suppl Ing the music fori thr different
numbers We have tritdjthis jsame plan
in Tli- - I ibeity Belles ollvt am sorry
to say It has rot turned oit Assvell as we
expictcd and I doubt if theheme will
be continued Messrs ICIawiJand Erian ¬

ger propose to make otncrjfproductions
with this same organization irrihe future
and I hope to provide theJllbrttos

Apropos of a libretto nltSt iiei sons who
follow Mage affairs believi the librettists
merel have to write out tht itjaloguo and
Krirs There was never a 2rrinlr mis- -

I take for besides doing this woik we are
expected to give sncli minute stage di-
rections

¬

that when the book is turned over
to tie stage man icer lor production he
will not be compelled to exert what lu

t iiultv lie m i possess in arranging tlio
details of the piece Let nis llhistrnte
and Mr Smith look from a bundle of
manuscript the tvpe written first act of

The I ibertv Belles
The Times interviewer noted v Ith not a

little surprise that the copy was as full
ot instructions ns one of William Gi-
llettes

¬

manuscripts whirh are commonly
supposed to be about as near perfection
n tiie m itti r of stage directions as is pos- -
111 Merel to show to what extent of

tall I Ibnttlst Smith works the iustrue- -
i nis and descriptions tint cover the first
hn pages of The Libert Belles copy
ue reproduced herewith

it 1 The dcrmllory cf a j ouns ljihcs
boaiding Mliool on the llmlson mar New iorL

lam rouin plainlv lull rcttilv furiiMicd hi e
i vcuni girls lsanloir Hie color scheme is
eiulct and vilalc At C nt 1 ack h a door with
j transom t it up tiff a r ami a uml
hr one nrarii opposite at U On cither mic
of the door C is a wide window with a vilnilbvc

seat Thcc windows arc practicable to open and
close The doors and windows are to be of sohd
woodwork and as realistic as P hie The doors
to slam with a noise not the ordinary staie
canvas doors At It down stage is a large Qre

rlace with a seat at the side thU fireplace Is

ol uhJts wood and colonial in at la A log Ore

burns In the flrrrlacc casting a red glow around
that pjrt of the room l e own sURe It The
walls are papered with a delicate r l of white
with lninehcs of violets

Thus nrc the honors of the production
heretofore given to the scenic artist ruth-lessly

¬

torn awn and given to the libret-
tist

¬

whose brain has so carefully thought
out the st le of decoration the arrange-
ment

¬

of every window and doer the pre-
vailing

¬

color scheme ard nil thb other
line points even down to the color of the
wall paper Then in the matter of the
furniture the propert man loses his
credit -- nd once more Mr Smith is
showered with honors Here are the in-

structions
¬

t L down stasre is a ma white and gold
p ano This piano is much used during the act
and should be one of the ery bet rruies having
a tone ot Rood carrjmg quality Hour single Lra
hrrisf f al nl ieecl two at It and two at L The
bed linen to be of white cry simple glrlWi
and without du play of lace At L up ftaire
is a large wardrobe white colonial design This
is to lie large enough for two men to conceal
themselves In it Ip i3ie at convenient spaces
arc two dre sfimr tables and one pier glass Thc
to be of white wood Two small wln- l- tables
on which arc vases of wiM flowers in nont of
the fireplace is a huge white bear rug ard a simi ¬

lar one is in front of bed down L Other white
ruirs at available places The floor should have
the effect of white mosaic There may be two
or three Oriental rujrs not too brilliant in color

In the matter of decorations of the
room the stage manager Is furnished with
this explicit information

Around the mirrors of the dressing tables and
on the pier glass are bunches cl theatre pro ¬

grammes and German favors Silver toilet articles
on the dressing table On tables and piano arc
photograi Im framed Some of these portraits
are to be of theatrical favorites A hanging
bookcase on the wall filled with boolcs and nara- -
nnes Slusic on the ma no At the side ot the
piano is a guitar On the seat near the fireplace
is a mandolin and leaning against the fireplace
at It a golf bag and golf sticks On the wall
arc t everal engravings of subjects such a young
uoman of refinement might select These are in
dark wood frames Several unframed engravings
on the wall There are several rocking cliairs
and bedroom chairs of white wood If any of
these chairs are uplioUtered flowered cretonne
should be used and a similar material for the
curtains and other draperies Over the head of
the bed at L foreground is an electric light which
can be turned on b a person ljing in bed At
It and L of door C there arc similar lights
There is a short bright overture made up of
most popular selections of the piece The music
for the rise of the curtain is to be in the stjle
of a nocturne to have the color of such a com-
position

¬

as Chopins Ilercelw- which might be
used very delicately orchestrated

Here once more does Mr Smith come
upon the scene as a shatterer of Idols
Almost ever body In the audience who
saw blonde Edna Hunter turn on the
eltctrlc light at the head of her bed
and commence to peruse her Paul Bour
get Just as the curtain descended
on the first act gave her all the credit
for this very effective bit but a dis-
closure

¬

of the arrangements for the furn-
ishings

¬

of the stage brings to light the
fact that Mr Smith had previously
thought out this effect and had planned
for the electric illu niratlon Just as care-
fully

¬

as though he decided upon the stIe
of music that would send up the first
curtain of the piece The further The
Times man went into Mr Smiths lib-

retto
¬

the greater his admiration became
for the stage writer who could remain in
the background for so many years and
calmly see others take the credit for his
work Still as Mr Smith admitted ro
altles go a long way toward making one
forget that some one else Is getting praise
for ones work Even the entrance of the
first plaer is as thoughtfully arranged
as everything els in the general scheme
of tho production This is the way Mr
Smiths play commences according to the
manuscript and there Is not the slightest
deviation from his Instruction In this nor
In any of the arrangement of the stage
as will be readily recognized by cver
body who saw the performance The
manuscript uses the technical word dis¬

covered Then
When the curtain rises the stage is almost

in complete darVnes The C door opens and
there appears in the doorway bdith May a tali
handsome girl of seventeen or eighteen she holds
above her hcd a lighted candle which U the
only light apparent on the stage except the
faint rooonlpnt from the two windows and red
light from me grate the latter onl llbiminatlng
the section of the stage down It hdith is dressed
in a white nightgown or negligee wrapper cov ¬

ering her from her throat to ankles Her dark
hair falls looselv over her shoulders The in-

stant
¬

that Edith appears the orchestra music
stops and there is a moment ot absolute silence
ThU must be an appreciable paifec for the audi-
ence

¬

to realize the picture
And as minute as are these directions

fot the proper dressing of the stage so
are the instructions for the different play ¬

ers throughout the three acts of The
Liberty Belles Not a single person
crosses tho stage sits down utters a
word or tven sighs except when It is In-

dicated
¬

in the manuscript that such ac ¬

tion is necessary for the presentation of
the play according to Mr Smith s idea
And as the working of the various mem ¬

bers of the company was so totally unlike
the cut nnd dried move-
ments

¬
of the conventional production ot

similar tpe Instead of the stage mana ¬

ger getting all the credit for the perfec-
tion

¬

of the performance Mr Smith must
come Into his own and be handed a few
bouquets of linotpe for the completeness
of his share of the work on The Liberty
Belles even If dramatic writers all over
the country will persist in saing that his
librettos are of not much serious worth
He will doubtless bow his head in humble
submission ut the decisions of the dra-
matic

¬

rev lev rs and continue to turn out
musical pieces with surprising facility
and remarkable regularity and keep
everlastingly at It until h achieves the
summit of his ambition and becomes the
haughty possessor of a duo of gallusses

The time when an actor had an easy
time must have been In the dim dim
past quoth Robert Drouet reflectively
the other evening at the New National
Take for example a fellow working for a

manager like Walter Clarke Bellcvvs That
man Is about the hardest emploer an ac-
tor

¬

ever had Of course he works harder
than an of his people and seems to thrlvo
upon it even though his friends havo
been prophesing that he would dry up
Into dust and blow away for the past
four ears Well It is no Jest that he
makes his people work sixteen hours dally
with only ten minutes for luncheon In
fact so drastic was he on this point that
when he ent me m last contract to do
leads with his comp iny in Denver I

stated my salary and added Ji i weekly
for overtime Of course 1 never thought
ho would accept it but the first mail
brought his answer in the affirmative In
my estimation he Is tho greatest stage
manager America possessesand lam glad

ou arc to have him with ou again
Mr Drouet by the way is to star next

seatcn under excellent management If a
proper plav Is obtainable Several accept-
able

¬

vehicles are already In hand though
no selection has been made In addition
to his work on the stage Mr Drouet
writes excellentl several of his plays
being paving properties One Is to be
used b Maud Odell In her coming star-
ring

¬

tour Mrs Drouet has betn hero
this week She Is a cr beautiful woman
with no professional ambitions or expe ¬

rience although bhe is said to possess
marked talent

Anna Held rcctivis a large number of
letters even day that she never falls to
peruse with the keenest interest Her In-

terest
¬

Is at the highest pitch when the
letter is opened anil It decreases with
corresponding ratio when the end of the
epistle is reached with a request for her
signature This indicates that the harm-
less

¬

dissipation of collecting autographs
Is still going on despite tilt declarations
that It died some time ago Some people
want autogiaplis on fans others on fab-
ric

¬

tor working in crazy quilts but the
majorit prefer to have chirograph on a
photograph Some liberal thoughtful peo-

ple
¬

enclose nt imps for leply others send
runples of dress goods hut the mijorlty
or triem wno want auioKranu pictures ap
parent think the photograph enclosures
are of no consiquince or that pictures
are Just ns free novvadas us manna was
to the children of Israel

It Is not in tt econcmy In the distribu-
tion

¬

of photographs that worries Miss
Held for she is an excellent woman of
business she Is liberal to a fault She
thinks however that some one should
publish a ready letter writer for auto-
graph

¬

hends that would present a new
lhe of compliments that would indicate
more dignit and respect The endearing
and familiar terms of cute sweet

tiny little bod from absolute
strangers grate upon her nerves These
compliments ma be charitably construed
as coming from the oung the callow and
Inexperienced nevertheless Miss HeM- -

call for a change of adjectives on the part
of autograph hunters appears timely The
Socletv for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Public Personages might wisely make a
note of this

Oti3 Harlan and Tim Murphy were
members of the same company thirteen

cnrs ago Both men at that time were
comparatlvel new to the stage and each
was having a hard struggle to get along
Neither had startled the theatrical world

1 Murphy had met with indifferent success

in amateur theatrical In Washington
and Harlan had emigrated from Zanes
villc Ohio where he had endeavored to
please the popular fancy by doing various
things in the acting line The two drift ¬

ed into Charles Hoyfs employ when matwas realizing his
first great financial success In cnstlng
around for a company to produce A
Brass JUonkcv Hot decided o give
Harlan and Murphv u chance To tho lat ¬

ter was assigned the role of Mr Potter
of Texas ard linrlan was entrusted
with the part of Banva ot New York
Neither role was considered of great Im-
portance

¬

linrlan war glad to get thesalary ot S a week it looked very
large to him then and Murphy thought
himself blessed with an abundance as he
drew- - 35 erv seven dasWhen the play was produced Murphy
and Harlan made the big hits Of coursethey swelled un nnd looked for nn in
create In salar but Mr Hnjt had themunder contract for two seasons and heheld them to IU As Harlan said hefound It pretty hard to live on his sal-ary

¬

In fact he didn t live on it andspent all his summers with the plawright at his home In Charlestown Hebecame a prime favorite with Mr Hoyt
and when the nctors contract expiredHoyt gave him a raise In salary to 100
a week Murphs remuneration was in-
creased

¬

proportionately A few years
afterward Murphy and Harlan wereHots malnstnvs In the production of his
new pieces Tim made a great hit In
A Texas Steer and pla ed in it formany ears Harlan however was usedto originate many new characters He

created parts In at least seven of IIotsplas nnd appeared In a number of
others His most pronounced success was
as Hot Stuff but there are other parts
that he considers even better than thatHe Is very fond of his roles In A Stran-ger

¬
in New York and A Brass Monkey

Jonathan in the latter is a character
that Harlan plas in a straight seriousmanner but It Is so full of dr humor that
he usually gets the major portion of thelaughs

Miss Chester and her trained dog prov¬

ed one of the distinctly unique features
of the bill at Chases Theatre last week
and the series of hunting pictures ex-

hibited
¬

were worthy of the name Pa-
trons

¬

of the Chase house have been shown
living pictures of many varieties and of
more or less merit but those offered by
Miss Chester and her beautiful dog Billy
were quite out of the ordinary and cer-
tainly

¬

deserved a higher place on the bill
than the one they occupied Billy is a
setter with a pure white coat as soft
as silk His great bright eyes gleam
kindly and when a Times writer ap-

proached
¬

and patted him he offered his
paw politely and then took up a stand
where he could conveniently watch pro ¬

ceedings As Billys hospitality was lim-
ited

¬

to the aforesaid paw -- shake and he
made no effort to enter into conv ersation
with the interviewer Miss Chester gra-

ciously
¬

assumed the duties of host and
apologized for Billys rudeness

We have Just returned from a three
cars tour of Great Britain and the Con-

tinent
¬

and will go back to England next
August for an indefinite engagement
Yes Billy Is a great dog and naturally
is very much spoiled He Is live ears
old and has been working for three sea-
sons

¬

so I suppose he is even now begin-
ning

¬

to feel like an old hand We were
training him Just a year and of couise
It required a tremendous amount of pa-
tience

¬

but being of an intelligent family
he learned quickly and we never have
the least trouble with him Contrary to
the methods of a great many trainers
we never used the whip It may be effec-
tive

¬

to a degree but It encourages a fear
and dislike in the dog for the master
and the results arc never certain Kind-
ness

¬

never falls to win at all times and
If the dog can trust the master its a
pretty sure thing that the master may
rely on the dog

We show eleven pictures in eigne min- - presents where
and as ane match talentsmay what him rise

lenctn i i tn ih
do so well we uhlch women andsllchiest difficult withtheV 7

himself and ntvtr raots until tne signal
is given has never been In field

in game pictures he stands with
every detail of he experlented hunter
Of course it is hunter instinct but It
seems remarkable In view of the fact
that he has never been The dog
which we had before Billy de ¬

but died a ears had had
her twelve years and known
all over this country and Europe Billy
is making friends very fast
platd a months engagement last
jear at London Palace where we
had gone week

Miss Chester wears a bracelet of odd
pattern and great value It is made of
gold coins each token of regard from
managers under whom she has appeared
Some of tolns have been molded into
different shapes and one of them Is es ¬

pecially prized owner being a gift
from Charles Morton veteran English
vaudeville manager who is now eighty
three ears and Is still of the
most nctlvp managers In England

The moving picture people were prompt
1 on hand at the Buffalo Expositloa
when President McKinley shot and
already exhibitions of principal scenes
that followed assassination Includ-
ing

¬

pictures of and Mrs McKinley at
Mllburn home on the day before

crime are announced The Bijou will dis-
play

¬

these moving pictures tl s week In
connection with rcgulai bill arranged

before the pictures were a possi ¬

bility
The activity of the photographic ccrps

of the moving picture company Is really
a thing to mnrvel at There is no event
of Importance either in this country or In
a off land where the with
long strip of film is present secur-
ing

¬

exposures future exhibition There
were but few moving pictures of
funeral procession from White House
to the Capitol secured which should
make the Bijou display all the more In ¬

teresting The management announces
series of pictures taken at Canton on the
da of Presidents funeral in his home
town These will include the scenes at

vault in which is body of
late Executive

One reads so much of this or that ac-

tor
¬

and hears praises sounded so ex-

tensively
¬

through medium of prss
agency that the time pacr ar-

rives
¬

hIsnputaton Is awaiting him so
trusting is the public and so Ingenious the

of advertising the contrary when
in middle of a performance sud-

denly
¬

awakens to the fact that the press
agent has not said much or even
enough It Is a relief to say the least that
one may form an opinion undisturbed

visions of adjectives that have gone
before

In The Last Appeal Leo DItrlchstelns
play which seen locally first
time at National Theatre last week
a leading woman irate Hassett
introduced to Washington theatregoers
Miss Hassett a stranger She had
been heard of here before and in view of
the fact that she had been advertised
as second Bemh trdt Duse or some
one of other comparisons which
the press agent must cross the water
people of Capital went to theatre
more or less indifferent about the
actress When came ava Miss Has ¬

sett a stranger no longer Her work
in The Last Appeal is worthy of
highest praise Siie has an abundance

person il magnetism first requisite
to success and is unusually gifted In dra ¬

matic ability
Her light scenes most of which were

plaed with the Prince Robert Drouet
were so ueiicateiy anu uaiui iuy purimy
ed that it hard to think them other
than impromptu One the chief charms

Miss Hassetts is its freedom
from affectation She doesnt seem to be
acting The role Melltta calls ¬

tional work a high grade nnd to
surprise of her nudience nttress drift-
ed

¬

from one phase of character to
another with remarkable ease A Times
interviewer met Miss Hassttt one day
last week and found her to be the same
unaffected and thoroughly charming
oung woman that local theatre going

public met last Monday night the first
time

My stage experience said oung
actress covers one season which I spent
as leading with Madame Mod
Jeska 1 am a dramatic school graduate
hiving studied several in New
York nnd while there I understudied Jes

Millward and Mnriaret Angllri I se-

cured
¬

engagement with Modjeska
through a Tolstoy matinee nnd am
fortunate In saying without solicitation

I have long since decided that courage
is one strong points hearing
that the part of Melltta In The
Last Appeal open and that
some difficulty being experi ¬

enced in filling role I went
to see Harris manager and
finding him In ufTlce I left photo-
graphs

¬

and note salng that I would re-

turn
¬

la an hour Ho was when I

aici5Sfo fta5jgg 1

sWE Wrasse

went back I said I am Miss Hassett
Mr Harris Did you get my noter

I he said but I dont under ¬

stand it
Did you rend it I asked
Yes he replied

Then ou understand I blurted out
He gave me an Incredulous stare for a

minute nnd then said Til talk to you In
live minutes

Well I took the part away with me
and as you see I have it et If theresa career waiting me Mr Harris willengineer It

Why I adopt the stage Because
I felt that 1 must do tomcthlng and I hadmore excuse dramatic career thanfor an thing else I cannot understandwomen who are satisfied to lend a ¬poseless existence To mind it stemslike placing low estimate on lifeou know what ou newspaper people doiou inlte egotism You come along withpretty speeches and bright smiles andturn our heads Here Ive been rattlingaway at a fearful rate and all about my-
self

¬Jjst what ou wanted Well youre
v good to say so and I m sorry that Icouidn t give ou something more inter ¬
esting to write nbout but Im only year

ou must remember an uninterest-ing
¬

age That shall be excuse
Contrary to first reports Champagne

Charlie the new fares in which Peter
F Dallcy the rotund funmaker Is star-
ring

¬
Is the great success that was

looked The news of the opening at
Boston said the comedian had finally been
fitted with a piece much to liking butthe audiences that witnessed the perform-
ances

¬

during the opening week showed atendency to deride the work of Playwright
Thomas while number of the Bostonpapers severely criticised the piece

Since the premiere Chnmpagna Char
He has been In the hands of the blue
pencller with results that are Bald to bevery gratifying Dalley continues to
have the valuable ot Christie Mac
Donald who notwithstanding her recent
marriage to oung William Winter Jef-
ferson

¬
has decided to retire from

stage for the present at least

Hans Robert of this city who was a
member of the musical comedy company
at the Columbia last June and who later
appeared with the Lafavette stock com-
pany

¬

is a prominent member of tho
Florodora compan now touring the

Western States

Gotham has taken to Richard
Lovelace E II Sotherns play with
any great kindness and the actor
has decided to shelve the Irving piece In

week or so and present a new romantic
play probably If I Were King which
he has had for some time and which Is
the product of Justin Huntley McCarty
Jr ex husband of CIssle Loftus
Sotherns leading lady

Lovelace was what is commonly de-

scribed
¬

as an artistic success that is the
star had a role that pleased him immense-
ly

¬

but the theatregolng public failed to
properly appreciate the subtleties of the
composition cs the chief actor and

this reason staed away from the box
office

Phocbo Davlcs who continues to play
the part of Anna Moore tn Way Down
East gives somo rather extraordinary
advice to ambitious stage aspirants in the

Chicago Chronicle Whenever I get
a letter from a oung woman who asks

advice about entering this business
she saS I have but stereotped
answer It oure going on the stage
because ou have a pretty face and want
to show fine gowns dont if ou think

ou have talent and are willing to work
hard do And that about sums up the
whole situation In nutshell ou must
have talent and you must work hard
Success that Is tho lasting kind has
nev er been on the stage uUess talent
and hard work are wedded

But what an opportunity stage
fieldIU a woman Trhat a

utes It takes but a few seconds to can fairly her against
pose them ou Judge great man meet on his own ground

ol cirne eucn pose is nt i xjiiij Rinwni- - him T nirft nmressinns
knows what to that havent are open to whichhim He heln3 I
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let us be rair women attorn Ana yet

are they not practically on sufferance
tne woman doctor tne woman lawyer
the woman dentist Men think that
women in those professions are out of
their proper sphere the reputation femi-
nine

¬

is largely circumscribed to a local-
ity

¬

even supposing she does manage by
very superior talents to rise to uie aig
nity of reputation But the stage well
there at least woman has shown her
equality her superiority to the lords of
creation Mrs Braceglrdle Neil Gwnnc
Peg Wofnnston Rachel Bernhardt Ris
tori Janauschek Dasus are they not
names to conjure by It U to the stagfe
that women should turn today for the ex ¬

ercise of their talents for though its
hardships are many Its work arduous
yet too Its rewards ire in proportion
and man cannot claim the centre of the
stage as his sole property For man Is in
the chorus now Just as many men as
women

Washlngtonians were last week given i
v lew of what In the future promises to be
quite a common species of stago enter-
tainment

¬

in Tho Liberty Belles the
new musical piece that Klaw Erianger
brought to the Columbia Theatre with ex-

cellent
¬

box office results The main dif-

ference
¬

between this latest product of tho
Harry B Smith Libretto Factory and the
regulation comic opera or musical com-
edy

¬

lies in the tact that the familiar army
of chorus girls who are of value prin-
cipally

¬

as an excuse for the advertising
agent to claim with some degree of verity

a company of one hundred and to pro ¬

vide nn effective background for the prin-
cipals

¬

In the ensembles Is done away with
m place of the ever merrv merry

maidens of the choru3 there ware In The
Liberty Belles a remarkably good look-
ing

¬

lot of oung women numbering six-
teen

¬

in all and while each member of tho
company did not have lines to speak
every one managed to secure al-

most
¬

as much of tho audiences
attention as if she were entrusted
with tho coveted speeches There was
none of the cut and dried chdrus girl
business about the collection of stage
beauties In the organization and while
other companies can claim a larger num ¬

ber of oung women it is doubtful if
there Is ever again seen such a talented
and handsome aggregation of femininity
as was displaed at the Columbia during
the past week

Somo of these Liberty Belles are Inter
natioral favorites of the stage particu-
larly

¬

Miss Lou Middieton who was a
member of the company supporting Edna
ilay in ine liin irom up lucre in tne
English metropolis last season Thc0ung
men who find great excitement and en-

joyment
¬

lingering about the stage door
of a theatre united In a combined effort
on the last night of the Edna May Com
p ms performance and decided that Miss
Middieton was the champion chorus girl
of either the American or the English
stage and showed their appreciation of
her charms and talent by presenting her
with a medal suitably Inscribed with the
title of champion chorus girl of the busi ¬

ness Now the odng lady wears tho
piece of leather with becoming modesty
In the last act of The Liberty Belles
Another member of the Klaw 5 Erianger
Company who has a better claim per-
haps

¬

to fame on both sides of the At
lartlc Is Helen Lucas who plaed the
role of the Cuban girl In Harry Smiths
pi ce Miss Lucas is not called upon to
do an thing much more dltPcult than
smoke a cigarette which she does with
the true grace of the daughter of Portu-
gal

¬

that she Is But bejond the glare of
the footlights and the sound of the or-
chestra

¬

music Miss Lucas Is Known as a
writer of no little ability She has dur-
ing

¬

the past ear contributed several
articles to New York magazines which
show a decided knowledge of letters and
the accompanlng illustrations b the au ¬

thor evidence a cleverness with the pen
that is quite unlooked for in the ranks
of a chorus Miss Lucas is at present
writing a plav which she sas has already
teen promised a production early next
season

Then too the little round faced blonde
0ung girl who lisped through The Lib ¬

erty Belles and was programmed as
Marie Touhey Is In private life Mrs
Thomas Edison Jr the wife of the son
of the noted inventor Young Mr Edison
Is something of an invtntor himself but
so far he has not been able to Invent nn
thlng that will induce his wife to leave
behind her the allurements of the cal-
cium

¬

Mrs Edison Jr says she is wedded
to her art and proposes to sta In the cast
of The Liberty Belles Just ns long as
the management shows ah tncllnttlon to
retain her valuable services The little
maiden who made everbody give a
gasp when she trooped on the stage clad
In a pair of pale pink pajamas In the first
act Is a Washington girl Pauline Biles
who prefers however to be known on
the stage as Pauline Chase She has not
had so much stage experience ns some
of her companions in the musical piece
perhaps but she knows how to dance
in the most graceful and fascinating man-
ner

¬

Imaginable Another Washington girl
who adorns the ranks ot the piece Is
Margaret Walker who was formerly a
member of a prominent amateur dramatic
society here and who when she found
she was not properly appreciated in the
amateur productions of the organization
decided the metropolitan stage was yearn ¬

ing for her Miss Walker w as uncom


